ANIMISM
goddess, was slain, and her heart offered to the maize-mother ; or in Rome, when unborn calves were torn from the womb and burnt, the ashes being scattered over the field to procure the fertility of the corn. Herein, too, lies the explanation of the numerous practices which come under the head of "sympathetic magic," or the imitating of a cause to produce a desired effect, as when an " Indian rain-maker mounts to the roof of his hut, and rattling vigorously a dry gourd containing pebbles, to represent the thunder, scatters water through a reed on the ground beneath, as he imagines up above in the clouds do the spirits of the storm." 3S But the subject of Magic will have a volume to itself. Turn where we may for illustration, we find the cult of the earth-spirit synchronous with the agricultural stage of civilization. " Until philosophers conjectured water to be the oldest among the elements, the earth was universally believed to be the most ancient object in nature ; the sun, moon, and stars were considered to be comparatively recent. AH living creatures proceed from the earth ; all are sustained! by the earth ; all
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